








Narrative for Conditional Use Permit for Temporary Meteorological (Met) Mast 

Applicant: Mountain Birch Wind, LLC 

Property Owner: Wolverine Ranch, LLC 

Location: Bingham County, Idaho, 43°14'6.91"N, 111°57'58.54"W 

Parcel: RP0563200 

We respectfully submit this application for a Conditional Use Permit for a 198-foot, guyed 

met mast for the purpose of measuring, collecting, and transmitting meteorological data. 

The installation and operation of this temporary met mast is a first step to investigate the 

feasibility of a future wind energy facility sited in the vicinity. To evaluate the economic and 

technical viability of a possible wind energy facility, it is necessary to collect several years of 

meteorological data at locations that are representative of potential future wind turbine 

locations. It is important to note that if a wind energy facility is eventually pursued, a separate 

application for a conditional use permit for commercial wind turbines will be submitted to 

Bingham County. 

The property is zoned as Natural Resources (NR); the location is a ridgeline that is currently 

used for cattle grazing. The presence of the met mast will have no material impact on the 

existing use of the property; fencing will be installed around the guy wire anchors and base 

of the met mast, allowing cattle to continue to graze on the property.  This specific location 

has been selected because it is well-representative of potential future wind turbine 

locations in terms of elevation, terrain, and exposure.  

The installation of the met mast is temporary, and no permanent foundations or structures 

are required; we expect it will be in use for approximately 5-7 years. The met mast will have 

no adverse effects on adjoining properties, including related to noise, odor, fumes, vibration, 

glare, pollution, erosion, emissions, radioactivity/radiation, or electric or electromagnetic 

disturbances.  It will result in no impact on human health or cause damage to vegetation or 

property.  

The met mast will operate independently and only requires maintenance every 1-2 years, so 

it will not cause any disruption of travel, increase in traffic volume, or impact public services 

or utilities.  

Figure 1 shows a view of this 198-foot met mast model from approximately 250 feet. Given 

that at its closest point Cedar Creek Road is more than 1 mile away, the met mast will have 

minimal impact on views. It is noted that the orange aircraft visibility balls and red/white 

paint are recommended by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  



Given the absence of effects on the parcel, adjoining properties, and public services, the 

temporary met mast is compatible with protecting public health and safety, the rural 

environment, and neighboring land uses.  We respectfully request your support and approval 

for the Conditional Use Permit for this temporary met mast, which enables Mountain Birch 

Wind and the property owner to explore the feasibility of a potential wind energy facility in 

the immediate area. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Elkinton 

Mountain Birch Wind, LLC 



Figure 1: 198-foot (60 m) NRG guyed met mast 
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June 17, 2024

Conditional Use Permit Site Maps for the placement of 60 m Met Masts

These maps show the location of met masts in Bingham County, ID as well as their
footprint on the ground. The masts are held up by guys around the mast.

The fall down radius of the mast + 30 ft is also shown in compliance with Section 10-7-35.

Created by Tyler Gingrich. Map for reference, not for construction. Map Source: ESRI Imagery.
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Conditional Use Permit Site Maps for the placement of 60 m Met Masts

These maps show the location of met masts in Bingham County, ID as well as their
footprint on the ground. The masts are held up by guys around the mast.

The fall down radius of the mast + 30 ft is also shown in compliance with Section 10-7-35.
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Created by Tyler Gingrich. Map for reference, not for construction. Map Source: ESRI Imagery.
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